
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Matthew 1:18-25 –  

 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came 

about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married 

to Joseph, but before they came together, she was 

found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.  

Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man 

and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, 

he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  But after he 

had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared 

to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, 

do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 

because what is conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you are to 

give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 

people from their sins." 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord 

had said through the prophet: "The virgin will be 

with child and will give birth to a son, and they will 

call him Immanuel"-- which means, "God with us." 

 When Joseph woke up, he did what the 

angel of the Lord had commanded him and took 

Mary home as his wife.  But he had no union with 

her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him 

the name Jesus. 

 

We were on a summer vacation with 

some friends a couple summers ago and we 

played “Queen Anne’s Riddle.”  Perhaps you’ve 

played that game?   
 

• Queen Anne likes coffee, but she 

doesn’t like tea 

• She likes trees, but she doesn’t like 

shrubs 

• She likes carrots, but she doesn’t like 

peas 

• She likes roller skating, but she 

doesn’t like bicycling 

 

It was interesting watching people’s 

reactions as the riddle continued.  A person who 

thought they got it had to demonstrate this by 

giving examples of what Queen Anne likes and 

doesn’t like.   

 

Soon the first people got it.  As time went 

on, one by one more people began to catch on to 

the riddle.  But in the end there were the last 

couple people who just didn’t get it.  Their 

frustration level rose.  “Just tell me!” they’d say.  

But no, you don’t just give away riddles.  We 

just gave them some more examples and let them 

think about it.  They had a high frustration level, 

because they couldn’t get it. 

 

We learn a similar lesson tonight as we 

gather for our third midweek Advent service.  

We’ve been following the theme: “To Whom 

Does Jesus Come?”  Tonight as we consider 

Matthew 1, we see that “Jesus Comes to 

Enlighten the One Who Doesn’t Understand.”  

Let’s examine: 
 

1. Joseph’s enlightening 
 

2. Our enlightening 

 

1 – Joseph had a frustrating dilemma.  

He had recently been engaged to a young woman 

in their hometown of Nazareth.  Mary would be 

his wife.  They had pledged their vows of 

engagement to each other and the wedding was 

in the planning stages.   

 

It sure seems like this was a nice couple.  

Matthew writes about Joseph that he was “a 

righteous man.”  He was a believer in the 

coming Messiah that God was sending to take 

away the sin of the world.  He lived his faith.  

Girls, this is the type of young man you will 

want to find to share your life.  We learned about 

Mary last week.  When the angel brought the 

message of her divine pregnancy, we see that she 

was not a sexually immoral young woman, as 
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many today are.  She had never been with a man.  

Also, she replied to the angel’s message: "I am 

the Lord's servant…  May it be to me as you have 

said." (Luke 1:38)   Young men, this is the type 

of woman that you want to find to share your 

life. 

 

Then everything changed in Joseph’s 

world.  After Mary received the angel’s message, 

she went to her cousin Elizabeth’s for three 

months and stayed with her as she gave birth to 

John the Baptist.  Then she returned home… 

pregnant!  Very likely this was the first time 

Joseph saw a growing belly on his bride.   

 

Can you imagine the feeling?  If you’re 

married, think about that!  Can you imagine the 

hurt of seeing your beloved and betrothed 

growing the baby of another inside her?  We can 

only imagine what questions ran through 

Joseph’s mind: 

• How could you do this to me? 

• Why me, God? 

• Who’s the father? 

• Where is God? 

 

We can also only imagine the discussions 

that may have occurred between Mary and 

Joseph, and probably with her father as well.  We 

can only surmise whether Mary shared the 

angel’s appearance with him, or thought that it 

was not worth trying to explain that supernatural 

event and just gave up.   

 

Joseph decided to divorce her.  Divorce 

could follow two paths.  He could publicly call 

her to account and divorce her, which was 

supposed to result in her being stoned to death 

according to OT law.  Or, he could privately 

write a certificate of divorce and send her away.  

He chose to do the latter for her benefit.  He fell 

into a troubled sleep, with his dreams of family 

life shattered. 

 

Then he’s enlightened!  An angel 

appeared to him in a dream and spoke with him 

in a Christmas miracle.  Perhaps it was even the 

same angel, Gabriel, that had appeared to 

Zechariah and Mary.  Did you hear how the 

angel addressed him?   He called him “son of 

David.”  Why is that interesting?  The Messiah 

was to be a descendant of King David, and his 

rule would last forever.  The angel proceeded to 

tell him, “Do not be afraid to take Mary home as 

your wife, because what is conceived in her is 

from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, 

and you are to give him the name Jesus, because 

he will save his people from their sins." 

 

What earth-shaking news!  This has 

happened: 

• Because the Holy Spirit himself had 

suspended the laws of nature and 

caused this pregnancy 

• In fulfillment of prophecy, just as 

God had revealed down through time 

• Because of God’s plan of salvation.  

This was the Messiah who came 

because we are rotten sinners in need 

of salvation.  He would be our lifeline 

to heaven by his perfect life before 

God and his innocent death for our 

sins! 

 

What should Joseph do?  Take her home!  

Take her as his wife and care for her.  She’ll 

need it, as well as the baby that was on its way. 

 

Can you imagine the change in Joseph’s 

thoughts?  What a privilege he had been given!  

He was the caretaker for the mother of our Lord 

and for the Son of God himself.  What a 

responsibility he had been given.  It’s 

responsibility enough trying to be the earthly 

father of an ordinary child.  How about the 

world’s Messiah’s earthly father?  Joseph would 

have to: 

• Protect the young Messiah growing 

up 

• Take him to synagogue on the 

Sabbath 

• Teach him Bible stories and songs 

• Be an example of godliness 

 

What was Joseph’s reaction to this?  

“He did what the angel of the Lord had 

commanded him and took Mary home as his 



wife.  But he had no union with her until she 

gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name 

Jesus.” 
 

2 – Let’s learn from this lesson  this 

Advent.  After all, are there times that we need 

enlightening?  What dilemmas do you face 

where you wonder what in the world is 

happening?  Have there been times you’ve asked 

God: 

• What did I get this illness? 

• Why did I lose my job? 

• Why are you letting my car break 

down? 

• I thought I was finished parenting, 

but my grown children still need 

my help! 

• Why does my relative persecute 

me? 

• How will I pay for Christmas? 

 

Perhaps there have been nights of 

troubled sleep for you, or even nights where you 

lie awake wondering what’s happening and how 

things will work out. 

 

Two questions can come to our minds 

at times like that: 

1. Where is God? 

2. What is God doing to me? 

 

We need enlightenment.  How can we 

answer those two questions?  Is God near?  Has 

he left?  Has he quit paying attention?   

 

The story’s been told of a married couple 

who owned pickup trucks for many years.  Even 

before they were married he had owned pickup 

trucks.  One day when this veteran married 

couple were driving down the road, the wife 

began lamenting how their relationship had 

changed.  “I don’t feel we’re as close as we used 

to be,” she said.  “It’s just like the way we drive 

in the pickup now.  Remember how when we 

were going out, we’d sit right next to each other?  

We were so close!”  He paused for a moment 

and then replied, “I haven’t moved.” 

 

The same is true of God.  If it seems 

we’re far off from him, guess who’s moved.  I 

remember talking with a lady years ago who felt 

really down.  She told me, “I feel so down right 

now that I can’t even bring myself to pray.”  She 

asked me to pray for her and for other people 

too, but she herself couldn’t.  What do you do 

when you feel like God just isn’t around?  Pick 

up you Bible and open to the Psalms.  Get your 

Bible and start reading in the gospels.  You most 

likely won’t have an angel appearing to you at 

your bedside, but God is still near!  This is our 

lifeline for faith. 

 

Remember also how Scripture speaks of 

God’s presence in our lives: 
 

• He is Immanuel, “God-with-us.”  He 

has come near! 
 

• Matthew 28:20 - Surely I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age.” 
 

• Isaiah 41:10 - Do not fear, for I am 

with you; do not be dismayed, for I 

am your God. I will strengthen you 

and help you; I will uphold you with 

my righteous right hand.” 

 

A second question that can arise is, 

“Why are you doing this to me, Lord?”   
 

At times we’re led to wonder this, it’s 

important to remember a few things.  First, God 

is not the author of evil.  He does not will it.  The 

problem of the effects of sin entered the picture 

when the first people deliberately disobeyed God 

and ushered in the age of evil. 

 

However, God does allow things for our 

benefit.  The problem is that our short-

sightedness and our sinful nature can’t grasp the 

good God can bring from our difficulties.  What 

good can come? 

 

1) First, difficulties in life lead us to look to 

God for strength.  Trials and tribulations 

force us to realize we aren’t 

indestructible or self-sufficient and that 

we need God.  This is a good lesson to be 

reminded of often. 



  

2) Second, we can have correction and 

discipline that we need.  (Did you always 

see it clearly when you were a young 

child and your parents had to correct 

you?)  As God’s children who live with a 

sinful nature, we need correction and 

discipline.  Perhaps you want to be rich.  

Maybe you wish you could write a check 

for anything you desire.  But perhaps 

God knows your material things will be a 

snare for you and gives you a financial 

situation that keeps this trap away from 

you.        

  

3) Third, we can become more spiritually 

mature in our difficulties.  Romans 5 

says, “We… rejoice in our sufferings, 

because we know that suffering produces 

perseverance; perseverance, character; 

and character, hope.  And hope does not 

disappoint us, because God has poured 

out his love into our hearts by the Holy 

Spirit, whom he has given us.” 

  

I remember a grade school girl in the 

church I vicared in years ago who broke her arm.  

I’m sure she was asking herself, “Why is this 

happening to me?”  We’d probably ask the same 

thing.  Well, after the arm was healed and the 

cast came off, that girl felt a little different about 

that arm.  Now she appreciated the fact that she 

had a healthy arm and body.  God could teach 

other things in this: 

• Patience 

• Perhaps a warning against fooling 

around in a way where someone 

could get hurt 

• Perhaps a sympathy down the road 

for people who undergo the same 

thing 

 

With our lack of omniscience, we can’t 

say for sure.  But one thing we know: One day 

we will look back at how God has done things 

and say that God has done all things properly 

according to his plan.  And we will know more 

fully why he acted as he did and allowed what he 

has. 

 

So this Advent season, may we take 

comfort that God brings his enlightenment to 

those who do not understand.  He came long ago 

to Joseph and enlightened him, and he will 

enlighten us through his Word as he chooses.  

We must admit that we will not know every 

answer on this side of heaven.  But we know our 

God.  And we hear him speak in the Scriptures.  

Let us stay close to our Lord’s Word all our lives 

as we seek true enlightenment.   Amen.   

 

        


